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Cap Count for H-2B Nonimmigrants

The H-2B Program

The H-2B non-agricultural temporary worker program allows U.S. employers to bring foreign
nationals to the United States to fill temporary non-agricultural jobs.

For more information about the H-2B program, see the link to the left under “H-2B Temporary Non-
Agricultural Workers.”

What is the H-2B Cap?

There is a statutory numerical limit, or “cap,” on the total number aliens who may be issued a visa or
otherwise provided H-2B status (including through a change of status) during a fiscal year.
Currently, the H-2B cap set by Congress is 66,000 per fiscal year, with 33,000 to be allocated for
employment beginning in the 1st half of the fiscal year (October 1 - March 31) and 33,000 to be
allocated for employment beginning in the 2nd half of the fiscal year (April 1 - September 30). Any
unused numbers from the first half of the fiscal year will be made available for use by employers
seeking to hire H-2B workers during the second half of the fiscal year. There is no “carry over” of
unused H-2B numbers from one fiscal year to the next.

Persons who are exempt from the H-2B cap

Generally, an H-2B worker who extends his/her stay in H-2B status will not be counted again against
the H-2B cap. Similarly, the spouse and children of H-2B workers classified as H-4 nonimmigrants
are not counted against this cap. Additionally petitions for the following types of workers are exempt
the H-2B cap

= Fish roe processors, fish roe technicians and/or supervisors of fish roe processing

« From November 28, 2009 until December 31, 2014, workers performing labor or services in the
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) and/or Guam.

Once the H-2B cap is reached, USCIS may only accept petitions for H-2B workers who are exempt
from the H-2B cap.

Fiscal Year 2010 H-2B Cap Count

As USCIS receives H-2B petitions for fiscal year 2010, the below chart will be regularly updated

Cap Cap Beneficiaries Beneficiaries ~ Beneéficiaries | DELE i
Type Amount  Approved Pending Target 1 TR ot

9 Count
H-2B 33,000 41,108 0 47,000 41,108 4/9/10
1st
Half
H2B 330002 25,178 1,244 47,000 26,422 5/21/10
2nd
Half

1 Refers to the estimated numbers of beneficiary applications needed to reach a cap, with an
allowance for withdrawals, denials and revocations. This number will always be higher than the
actual cap.

2 As noted, if the cap is not reached for the 1st half of the fiscal year, those numbers will be made
available for use during the 2nd half of the fiscal year. In some fiscal years, therefore, depending on
demand for H-2B workers, more than 33,000 cap-subject persons may be granted H-2B status
during the 2nd half of the fiscal year.

This page can be found at http://www.uscis.gov/h-2b_count

Last updated:05/24/2010

Adoption U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Green Card U.S. Customs & Border Protection

Humanitarian U.S. Immigration & Customs

Home | Espaifiol | Blog | Index

OUTREACH

ABOUT US

Related Links

# H-2B Temporary Non-
Agricultural Workers

More Information

Forms

» [-129, Petition for a
Nonimmigrant Worker

» Employment Based Forms

» Premium Processing

Other USCIS Links

« TITLE 8 CODE OF FEDERAL
REGULATIONS (8 CFR)

= Public Releases: Visas: H-2A
and H-2B

= Numerical Limitation Exemption
for H Nonimmigrants Employed
in the CNMI and Guam ( PDF)

Non-USCIS Links

» U.S. Department of Labor:
Foreign Labor Certification
Department of State: Visa
Bulletin

Identification of Foreign
Countries Whose Nationals Are
Eligible to Participate in the H-
2A and H-2B Visa Programs

El Add Our RSS Feed
L2 Share This Page

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
No FEAR Act
Website Policies

http://www.uscis.gov/...b95919f35e661614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=356b6c521eb97210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=d1d333e559274210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD[5/27/2010 3:28:57 PM]


http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis-es
http://blog.uscis.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.4d9824b1a05c975ef143c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=587d6a89ebafa010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=587d6a89ebafa010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/template.PRINT/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=356b6c521eb97210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=d1d333e559274210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=ddce0b89284a3210VgnVCM100000b92ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=ddce0b89284a3210VgnVCM100000b92ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.4d9824b1a05c975ef143c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=587d6a89ebafa010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=587d6a89ebafa010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/jobsearch.asp?q=&jbf574=HSAB&lid=&jbf522=&fn=&salmin=&salmax=&paygrademin=&paygrademax=&FedEmp=Y&sort=rv&vw=d&ss=0&brd=3876&FedPub=Y&caller=%2Fagency_search.asp&SUBMIT1.x=79&SUBMIT1.y=11
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=8d5e901bf9873210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=8d5e901bf9873210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=ae853ad15c673210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=ae853ad15c673210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=194b901bf9873210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=194b901bf9873210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.dhs.gov/
http://www.cbp.gov/
http://www.ice.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=34139c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=34139c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=47212fc850a06210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=47212fc850a06210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=fe5489eef3d4b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=fe5489eef3d4b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=a39e901bf9873210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=a39e901bf9873210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=13ad2f8b69583210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=13ad2f8b69583210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=d1d333e559274210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=d1d333e559274210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=d1d333e559274210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=d1d333e559274210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/h-2b_count
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=d1d333e559274210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=d1d333e559274210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=d1d333e559274210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=d1d333e559274210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=f56e4154d7b3d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=7d316c0b4c3bf110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=f56e4154d7b3d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=7d316c0b4c3bf110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=7d316c0b4c3bf110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=7d316c0b4c3bf110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=971b60657dd68210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=e029d0676988d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=02729c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=e029d0676988d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=02729c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=3381c0ed71f85110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=3381c0ed71f85110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=3381c0ed71f85110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=3381c0ed71f85110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/USCIS/Laws/Memoranda/2010/February/cnmi-guam-h-cap-exemption.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/USCIS/Laws/Memoranda/2010/February/cnmi-guam-h-cap-exemption.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/USCIS/Laws/Memoranda/2010/February/cnmi-guam-h-cap-exemption.pdf
http://www.foreignlaborcert.doleta.gov/
http://www.foreignlaborcert.doleta.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/bulletin/bulletin_1360.html
http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/bulletin/bulletin_1360.html
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-960.htm
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-960.htm
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-960.htm
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-960.htm
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.8e60d72c45d28a0faea567bf569391a0/?vgnextoid=c8d8289aa9c22210VgnVCM10000025e6a00aRCRD&vgnextchannel=c8d8289aa9c22210VgnVCM10000025e6a00aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.8e60d72c45d28a0faea567bf569391a0/?vgnextoid=c8d8289aa9c22210VgnVCM10000025e6a00aRCRD&vgnextchannel=c8d8289aa9c22210VgnVCM10000025e6a00aRCRD
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=68439c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=68439c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=ac419c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=ac419c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=02729c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=02729c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=ea015fc544007210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=ea015fc544007210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=2af29c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=2af29c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD

USCIS - Cap Count for H-2B Nonimmigrants

Adobe PDF Reader Citizenship Enforcement Accessibility
Windows Media Player Military White House
Plug-ins Family U.S. Department of State

Visit the U.S. USA.gov
Working in the U.S.
Genealogy

http://www.uscis.gov/...b95919f35e661614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=356b6c521eb97210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=d1d333e559274210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD[5/27/2010 3:28:57 PM]


http://get.adobe.com/reader/?promoid=BUIGO
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/player/download/download.aspx
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=8b0398f091298210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=8b0398f091298210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=a2ec6811264a3210VgnVCM100000b92ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=a2ec6811264a3210VgnVCM100000b92ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=f1a03e4d77d73210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=f1a03e4d77d73210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=b72e901bf9873210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=b72e901bf9873210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=6f723e4d77d73210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=6f723e4d77d73210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=a39e901bf9873210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=a39e901bf9873210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=d21f3711ca5ca110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=d21f3711ca5ca110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD
http://www.ice.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.usa.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=5491b669ff2c3210VgnVCM100000b92ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=5491b669ff2c3210VgnVCM100000b92ca60aRCRD

	uscis.gov
	USCIS - Cap Count for H-2B Nonimmigrants


	ZDTTEwMDAwMDA4MmNhNjBhUkNSRAA=: 
	searchFormHeader: 
	submit: 
	radioSearch: entireSite
	searchQuery: Search




